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was settled affirmatively in Allied countries
long before the close of the World War.

The eastern portion is a plain sloping
toward the Rhine and containing occasional
marshes and swamps, while the western por-
tion is traversed by the Yosges Mountains,
which rise in places to a height of 4,700 feet.
The mountains contain valuable deposits of
iron and coal, and Alsace-Lorraine has be-
come a leading" iron-producing territory of
Europe. Fruit culture also is extensive
i n t h e mountain regions, and grapes are
largely cultivated. In its manufacturing iiv
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The two provinces were a part of the Ger-
man Empire from 1870 to 1918, when they
were returned to France.

terests, also, Alsace-Lorraine is one of the
important territories of Western Europe.
The leading manufactures are cotton, woolen
and silk goods and iron products, including
pig iron, machinery and tools. While the
manufacture of cloth is carried on in large
factories in the cities, throughout the coun-
try much cloth is still woven in the homes
and on hand looms. Good roads, numerous
railways and canals and telegraph and tele-
phone lines traverse the country, making
transportation and communication conven-
ient and cheap. The important towns are
Strassburg, the capital, Metz, Miilhausen and
Kolmar.

History. In the fourth and fifth cen-
turies Alsace-Lorraine was brought under
the control of the German tribes. Later it
passed to the Franfe, but was regained by

the Germans in the tenth century. In the
sixteenth century it again came under the
control of the French, and at the peace of
Westphalia, in 1648, the Hapsburgs ceded
their territory in Alsace to France. Louis
XIV seized the free cities Strassburg and
Kolmar, and his right to them was confirmed
by the Treaty of Ryswick in 1697.
At the close of the Franco-German War
in 1871 Germany demanded as a condition of
peace that Alsace and about one-third of
Lorraine be ceded back, and France was
obliged to yield, although the inhabitants of
the ceded territory were almost universally
opposed to becoming German subjects, and
for a long time local government was almost
at a standstill. In 1872 the emperor com-
pelled the inhabitants to declare themselves
either French or German citizens, and of the
150,000 who declared for France about one-
third removed to French territory. Since
1918 these districts have been a part of
France, and have become the departments of
Bas-Rhin, Haut-Rhin and Moselle, with a
total population (1931) of 1,898,376.
Belated   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Prance (History)       Germany  (History)
Franco-German         World War
War
ALTAI, aftif MOUNTAINS, an important
Asiatic system on the borders of Siberia and
Mongolia, are partly in Russian and partly
in Chinese territory. The highest summit,
Byeluka, or White Mountain, is 11,000 feet
in altitude. Geologically the Altai are among
the oldest mountains of Asia; their summ^s
have been worn and rounded; their lower
slopes are covered with grass and their higher
slopes are clothed with forests which extend
nearly to their summits. The Altai are ex-
ceedingly rich in minerals, including gold,
silver, copper and iron, and within the Bus*
sian provinces mining has become an imp or*
tant industry.
ALTDOEF, ahWorf, or ALTORF,
SWITZERLAND, capital of the canton of Uri.
It is beautifully situated near the Lake of
Lucerne, amid gardens and orchards, and is
memorable as the place where, according to
legend, William Tell shot the apple from his
son's head. A colossal statue of Tell now
stands here. Population, about 3,800.
ALTGELD, ahlfgeld, JOHN PETER (1847-
1902), an American politician, born in Ger-
many. He entered the Union army in 1863
and fought until the close of the war. Later